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Midwifery Legislation Moving Forward! 
 

Dear IfM Supporters, 
 

We have great news from the Idaho Midwifery Council that our midwifery 
licensing bill is moving forward with several sponsors in the state senate 
and in the state house.  Our success in passing this bill depends on you!   
 

Your state legislators probably know little to nothing about the maternity 
services offered by direct-entry midwives.  It is up to us to educate them on 
what midwives do and why they should be licensed. 
 

Also, if you are not sure if your name, address, email address, and 
phone number are in our database, please email me at 
rickyanderton@yahoo.com with your contact information. Our database 
must be as complete as possible in order for us to help you stay involved 
with passing the midwifery bill.  Once the bill moves to the “floor” of either 
house, we will need depend on you to contact your legislators, asking for 
their immediate support. 
 
Let’s join the 23 other states where midwives and families have passed 
legislation to allow direct-entry midwives to be licensed.  Your support in 
IfM’s work will make our efforts a success  Turn the page to find out how 
you can get involved! 
 

Best, 
 

Caralee Anderton 
President 

Where Do We Go From Here: 
How a Bill Becomes a Law in Idaho 

 

Once our midwifery legislation is drafted into bill form, Senator Keough will introduce it to Committee.  This committee 
will review the bill and set a hearing date. At the hearing, the committee will hear  testimony from the public for and 
against this bill. During the hearing, we would like to flood the committee with supporters. Following testimony the 
committee will recommend that it be passed, amended, or that it not be passed (in which case it would “die in committee” 
and we would have to start over next year).  If recommended to pass, the bill will be introduced into the Senate and 
debated, where our emails and phone calls to our legislators will help determine its fate.  The process must also occur in 
the House, either simultaneously or after it is passed in the Senate.  The bill now has several  co-sponsors in the Senate 
and House. It helps to have co-sponsors as it gives more validity to the bill and could speed up the process of making our 
legislation state law. 
 

Once passed, it will go to the Governor, who can sign it into law or veto it.  If he signs it into law, it will probably become 
effective on July 1st.   



 

What Midwifery Legislation Will Do... 
 

IfM is working with the Idaho Midwifery Council to 
make Idaho the 24th state in the nation to pass 
legislation that benefits families and midwives by 
expanding the freedom of direct-entry midwives.  This 
legislation  will create greater access to  options in 
prenatal care, and legally expand our midwives’ ability 
to provide life-saving care in emergency situations.  
This legislation will benefit you by ensuring that you 
have access to 
maternity care by a 
direct-entry midwife. 
 

Legislation will:   
 

• Give Idaho 
families more 
options 
regarding care.  

• Families would be able to utilize their insurance 
for midwifery care.  

• They would be able to choose a licensed care 
provider.  

• They would be able to have oxygen and other 
life-saving medications available at their births.  

• Give midwives the ability to legally carry 
oxygen – any midwife that carries oxygen or 
any potentially life-saving medication is a felon 
under the current law.  

• Give midwives a choice to license or not – 
currently there is no choice 

 

Legislation will not: 
 

• Regulate midwives – midwifery is already safe 
for mothers and babies.  

• Legalize midwifery – the practice of midwifery 
is already legal by statute. Our midwifery 
legislation is voluntary. Nothing would change 
for midwives that do not want a license. 

 

Four Easy Things 
You Can Do  
Right Now  

To Help Pass the  
Midwifery Bill 

 

1. Email your legislator! 
 

If you are not sure who your 
legislators are, go to: 
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/
about/districtmap.htm 
or www.vote-smart.org (you will 
need you 9 digit zip code which can 
be found on a piece of junk mail) 
 

2. Join IfM as a  
   Voting Member! 
 

Not only do we need funds in our 
efforts to get legislation adopted, 
more voting members shows our 
legislators that their constituents 
support midwifery legislation.  
 

3. Buy a raffle ticket! 
 

Getting a bill passed through the 
legislature takes time and money.  
We desperately need more funds to 
help cover the costs of getting 
midwifery legislation enacted.   
Turn the page to find out how to buy 
a ticket. 
 

4. Volunteer to be an                       
IfM Board Member! 

 

We are still looking for people to 
help us organize efforts in region 1, 
as well as for a Secretary  and 
Webmaster of the Board.  Contact 
Caralee if you are interested in any 
of these roles. 



Become a Member and Get 
Your Free T-Shirt Today! 

 

“Capitol Wear” yellow  

Idahoans for Midwives  
t-shirts are available in women’s, men’s  

and children’s sizes. 
 

See last page for membership form 
 

If you are already a member, you can use the 
order form to purchase additional t-shirts. 
 

We are also selling bumper stickers for 
$2.50/each.  “Midwifery is Catching in 
Idaho” on a white and dark blue 
background. 
 

 

*All funds raised go toward printing 
brochures, newsletters, creating information 
sheets and display boards for public 
education. 

The Idaho Midwifery Council & 
Idahoans for Midwifery Hold Joint  

Spring Raffle 
 

We are holding a joint raffle this spring to raise 
the necessary funds to pass positive midwifery 
legislation for Idaho families and midwives. 
Please purchase raffle tickets for yourself and 
to sell to family and friends. We need to sell at 
least 1000 raffle tickets. The drawing for the 
raffle will be held on May 15th. Tickets are 
$10 each or 3 for $25. 
 

Prizes: 
1st Place - A Yamaha 660 Raptor (see below) 
2nd Place - $500 cash  
3rd Place - A gift certificate worth $250 for 
midwifery services  
4th Place - A gift certificate worth $250 for 
midwifery services 
 

Please contact Sherry Riener at 
sherry_riener@yahoo.com or 208 962-7115. 

Support Idaho Midwives When 
You Buy Birth Supplies! 

 

www.BirthWithLove.com  
 

is an excellent source for birthing supplies, childbirth education materials, and nutritional products.   Ollie Hamilton 
(owner) has offered to donate 10% of any orders towards the Idaho Midwifery Council.   Just be sure to use IMC as 
the code during checkout.  This was very generous of Ollie, so lets be sure to give her our business and support the 

Idaho Midwifery Council at the same time! 



Idahoans for Midwifery 
2144 Ironwood Drive 
Idaho Falls, ID  83402 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Idahoans for Midwives (IfM) is committed to promoting midwifery 
care in a Idaho and to help parents achieve a safe and satisfying birth 
experience with a midwife in the home, hospital or birth center setting.  
IfM is composed of consumers and advocates of midwifery care, and 
supports the work of the Idaho Midwifery Council. 

 
The Idaho Midwifery Council (IMC) was founded in 1980. The IMC 
board is currently composed of seven midwives from diverse 
backgrounds.  To find out more about the IMC please go to 
www.idahomidwives.org.  


